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2014-15 NJFEA
SERVICE PROJECT:
Future Teachers
Making a Difference!
The NJFEA is committed to
developing among its members sound leadership qualities and a strong commitment
to improving their local
schools and communities. We
invite future teachers to make
a difference by planning and
implementing student-driven
service projects that make a
positive impact on their
schools and communities. We
challenge you to be bold, innovative, creative, and effective
problem-solvers. Tell us about
your plan. What is it? Who will
benefit from it? How will you
implement it? How will you
know you have succeeded?
Read more about the
2014-15 NJFEA Service
Project on Page 2 of this
newsletter!
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(See Page 2.)

LEARN TO TEACH...LEARN TO LEAD!
September is not just back-to-school time, it's also a time to find and develop your "inner leader." The
NJFEA, the NJEA, and the National Education Leadership Training Center invite you to attend NJFEA Students & Advisers Leadership Conference. Each high school chapter is invited to register 6 to 8 participants.
This conference, first offered in 2013, is facilitated by national student leadership experts, Mr. Gerry Corcoran and Ms. Sharon McCarthy.
Registration is on a first come, first serve basis. Students must be registered and accompanied to this conference by an NJFEA adviser, counselor, or school administrator. Students may not register themselves.
The charge for attending this conference will be $20 per person. A complimentary lunch will be provided.
Dress is smart casual. See the flyer with registration information to reserve your space.
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Saturday, September 20, 2014
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
The College of New Jersey, School of Education Building, Room 212
Ewing, New Jersey
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THREE CONFERENCES, THREE REGIONS, ONE MONTH!
Three regional NJFEA conferences will be held in the fall. Registration for the NJFEA
Conference at Kean University on Friday, October 17th has already filled!
We welcome you to register for our NJFEA fall conferences at the following schools:
Rowan University, Friday, October 10, 2014—http://www.oksignmeup.com/njfea/rowan
Rider University, Thursday, October 23, 2014—http://www.oksignmeup.com/njfea/ru
Check out the “Mark Your Calendar” events on the Center for Future Educators home page
(http://futureeducators.pages.tcnj.edu/) the flyer for each conference. Registration information is provided
on each flyer. Each school is invited to bring between 10-15 future teachers. There is no charge for attending these events thanks to funding from the New Jersey Education Association. A complimentary lunch will
be provided. Registration is now open and expected to fill-up quickly.
We hope that you and your future teachers will take advantage of these great programs. Please reserve
your spaces. You can register now and enter the participating students' names in the fall.

Visit us on the Web at:
http://futureeducators.pages.tcnj.edu/
and
‘Like’ us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/centerforfutureeducators

“[Y]ou must strive to find your own voice.
Because the longer you wait to begin, the less
likely you are to find it at all. Thoreau said, ‘Most
men lead lives of quiet desperation.’ Don't be
resigned to that. Break out!”
— Robin Williams in The Dead Poets Society

2014-15 NJFEA Service Project:
“Future Teachers Making a Difference!”
The New Jersey Future Educators Association (NJFEA) student officers are pleased to announce our 2014-15 statewide service project,
"Future Teachers Making a Difference." We invite future teachers in grades 9-12 as well as students enrolled in Tomorrow's Teachers
course electives to plan and implement service-learning projects that make a concrete and visible impact on their schools and/or communities.
To participate in "Future Teachers Making a Difference," a high school must have an approved NJFEA chapter or Tomorrow's Teachers course
elective. Each school may submit a service project proposal that can be led by a single individual or preferably a group of future teachers.
Future teachers will be invited to present their projects and be honored at a special spring "Future Teachers Making a Difference" recognition
event at The College of New Jersey with state education leaders.
See the service project flyer for details and proposal guidelines, and get your chapter started today!

SPECIAL INCENTIVE! Up to 10 "Future Teachers Making a Difference"
service projects will be selected by a special NJFEA committee and recommended for filming by the Emmy-award winning Classroom Close-Up
that will appear on NJ public television next fall.

Proposals must be submitted to Mr. Laurence R. Fieber, NJFEA State Director, by Friday, November 14, 2014.
Proposals may be submitted via email to fieber@tcnj.edu or via fax to 609-637-5065.
Service projects must be completed by Friday, May 1, 2015.

Start the New School Year as a
Member of the State & National
Future Educators Associations
(NJFEA/FEA)
Did you know that for a limited time new NJFEA/FEA chapters can
join New Jersey’s growing network at no charge?
The National Future Educators Association has announced that it will
waive the $125 fee for all new chapters that join by November 1,
2014.
This is a great opportunity to become part of the National FEA and New
Jersey Future Educators Association and to expand opportunities for our
aspiring future educators!
For information about joining, please see our
NJFEA/FEA Membership Flyer.
Also, get your 2014-15 FEA Information Book and
Schedule of Important FEA Dates!

Did you know that New Jersey has more Local
FEA (NJFEA) chapters than any other state in
the nation?
Yes, we do — and that’s according to data released
on 8/6/14 by the national FEA itself!
Join us and let’s keep New Jersey’s
network strong and growing!

Get Your Tomorrow’s Teachers
College Credit
The Center for Future Educators at The College of New Jersey is pleased to announce that for the 2014-15 academic
year, students who enroll in their high school’s Tomorrow’s
Teachers program are eligible to receive college credits from
Fairleigh Dickinson University or Rider University upon successfully completing the course. This is a fabulous opportunity that not only allows students to explore the teaching profession, but begin their college careers with three credits
already completed at Fairleigh Dickinson University or Rider
University, nationally accredited institutions.
See the Center for Future Educators homepage for information about college credit opportunities at Fairleigh Dickinson University and Rider University.

2014 NJFEA Field Trip to the
NJEA Convention
The Center for Future Educators and the NJFEA
invite high school students who aspire to become
future teachers to attend the NJEA Convention on
Friday, November 7, 2014, at the Atlantic City Convention Center.
This field trip is a great learning opportunity for
New Jersey future teachers. NJFEA chapter members will attend
breakout sessions, hear the keynote address, visit professional exhibits on the NJEA Convention Floor, meet their NJFEA state officers,
and collaborate on statewide projects and activities.
Each NJFEA chapter is invited to send students in grades 10-12.
Students must be transported and accompanied by their NJFEA
chapter adviser, a teacher, or a parent/guardian. There is no charge
for attending the NJEA Convention. A complimentary lunch will be
provided.
This trip is limited to the first 70 registered students. Registration
will open soon and is on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Register online at:
http://www.oksignmeup.com/njfea/convention.

A Story of Inspiration about
Overcoming Extreme Odds!
Watch this five-minute video about an exceptional young lady, Jennifer Bricker. Jennifer (born October 1, 1987) is an American
gymnast, and the sister of gymnast Dominque Moceanu. Born without legs, Jennifer was placed for adoption by her parents.
She was a featured performer on the Britney Spears "Circus" tour
and was the first disabled high school tumbling champion in the state
of Illinois. In 1998 Jen competed in the AAU Junior Olympics
(power tumbling), placing fourth. The same year she received the
U.S. Tumbling Association’s Inspiration Award.
Watch this video about Jennifer and come to understand that all
children are capable of achieving the extraordinary!

Learn about Classroom
Management!
Dr. Tracey Garrett, Program Director and contact
person for the Tomorrow’s Teachers College Credit program at Rider University, has authored a
new book, Effective Classroom Management –
The Essentials. Due for release on August 8,
2014, “This user-friendly resource will help K-12
teachers become more effective classroom managers. Tracey Garrett provides a new perspective
that has been well received by thousands of preservice, novice, and veteran teachers. Each chapter of the book concentrates on a key area
(physical design, rules and routines, relationships,
engaging instruction, and discipline) and focuses on the importance of
that particular area in relation to a teacher’s overall classroom management plan. Examples of specific techniques and strategies are presented
through three classroom teachers, each representing a different grade
level. In addition, four students share their beliefs and experiences related
to the different aspects of classroom management and provide unique
insight into the lived experience of students in real classrooms in a variety
of contexts, including urban and suburban schools. Effective Classroom
Management is a concise guide designed to prevent problems that require active discipline before they arise. Book features include classroom
examples, case studies, and study questions. There is also an app, Classroom Management Essentials, available from the iTunes store featuring
videos of the author and other teachers discussing classroom management strategies and experiences addressed in the book.” [Description
from Amazon.com.]
Dr. Garrett’s book can be pre-ordered on Amazon.com.

Meet the new 2014-2015 NJFEA State Officers
Eric Struble
President
Eric is a senior at Nottingham High School.
He aspires to become a high school history
teacher. Eric’s hobbies include baseball,
going to the beach, hanging with friends,
volunteering. In addition to the NJFEA, he is
also involved in Key Club and National Honors Society.

Amiel Holliday
Central Region Representative
Amiel is a senior at Burlington Township
High School. He aspires to become a middle school physical education teacher.
Amiel enjoys playing sports, participating in
group activities, and working with children.

JonBonae’ Shipman
Vice President
JonBonae’ is a senior at the Foundation
Collegiate Academy. She aspires to teach
high school English. JonBonae’s hobbies,
interests, and activities include Student Government, Senior Class Council, Delta GEMS,
reading, and community service.

Sara Ruane
Central Region Representative
Sara is a student at Middletown High School
South. She aspires to become an early education/special education teacher. Sara’s
activities and interests include Marching
Band, Girl Scouts, theatre, and art. She is
also a member of the National Honor Society and is her Gold Award for Girl Scouts.

Emily Vena
Secretary
Emily is a student at West WindsorPlainsboro High School South. She aspires
to teach high school Spanish or third grade.
Her hobbies and interests include softball,
volleyball, and hanging out with friends.

Imani Robinson
Southern Region Representative
Imani is a senior at Lenape High
School. She aspires to become a high
school English teacher. Imani enjoys reading, poetry, family and volunteering at the
local homework center.

On July 10, 2014, the 2014-15 NJFEA State Officers participated in new officer orientation and leadership training at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, PA. This unique
training opportunity included “icebreaker” exercises for the officers to get better
acquainted with each other, followed by an afternoon of outdoor activities involving a
rich array of teambuilding challenges.

IDEAS FOR ACTIVE CHAPTERS!
Ideas for Chapter Activities






















Plan an outreach campaign to encourage NJFEA chapter membership
Attend state and regional NJFEA conferences and leadership programs
Enter FEA national competitions
Schedule student exchanges with neighboring chapters, share ideas & network with each other
NJFEA members volunteer in classrooms
Participate in the NJFEA annual service project
Read to elementary children and/or tutor them in core academic subjects
NJFEA students volunteer for the New Jersey Special Olympics
Organize book drives, food drives, clothing drives to meet community needs
Celebrate and plans activities for Teacher Appreciation Week
Write letters and celebrate teachers who make a positive difference
Write announcements for your P.A. about the important work of teachers
Attend school board meetings and debrief reactions and impressions
Arrange a meeting with your superintendent and principal to learn about their jobs
Plan and implement service projects that enhance your school and community
Contact your local college/university that offers teacher preparation and schedule a campus tour
Plan programs that honor veterans and senior citizens
Meet with PTA/PTO groups to learn about the importance of community involvement
Meet with reps. from the NJEA to learn about teachers’ unions and hot topics, e.g., tenure & teacher evaluation
Participate in Read Across America
Participate in Teacher for a Day

Suggested Topics for Chapter Meetings




















Teaching Multiple Intelligences
Teaching STEM: Our Nation Needs You!
The Impact of Gangs on School and Community
Calling all Future Math Teachers
How Counselors Can Help You Find Your Dreams
Using Smartboards for Instructional Excellence
Where 21st Century Science Teaching is Going?
Autism: What Future Teachers Need to Know
Tips for Applying to College
Thinking about Teaching Special Education?
Teaching to the Heart of the Child
Sticks and Stones: Stop the Bullying!
What’s New and Exciting in Early Childhood Education?
Teaching in Urban Schools: Are you Up For the Challenge?
Do You Have What It Takes to Become a Principal?
What Makes an Excellent NJFEA Chapter?
The Joys of Teaching Elementary School
Thinking About Teaching Deaf Students?
Teaching Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Learns (ESL)

“What Dead Poets Society Taught Me About Being a Teacher”
By Sarah Rudell Beach
We may remember him as Mork, Mrs. Doubtfire, Peter Pan, or the Genie,
but for me, Robin Williams will always be Mr. Keating.
I first watched Dead Poets Society in high school. Its embrace of youthful
idealism and romanticism entranced me as a teenager. Years later, as an
aspiring teacher, I had dreamy visions of my students calling me "Captain!"
and standing on their desks in triumphant appreciation of my inspirational
and daring teaching.
And while I did learn innovative and effective teaching strategies in graduate
school, in many ways quality teaching lies in the intangibles. There's a difference between learning how to teach, and how to be a teacher. And
Robin Williams as Mr. Keating taught us a lot about being a teacher.
1. It's About Relationships
Students don't care what you know if they don't know you care. Mr. Keating's students loved him because he was interested in them. He delighted in their successes. He laughed with them (near them, not at them). He truly saw them. And that's pretty much what every kid we teach wants
-- to be seen and be noticed.
I remember in my education courses being warned about being "too friendly," or using self-deprecating humor and sarcasm as a way to connect
with students. "You can always ease up later," instructors warned, "so start out strict." No ripping up the textbooks on day one, I sighed.
I took their advice to heart, and approached my first several years of teaching very seriously. As soon as the bell rang, class started: no chit chat,
all business! Did something funny just happen in class? Well, move on, because we've got no time for that, and there's important stuff about ancient
Greece to talk about! It's not surprising that one of my early reviews on a teacher rating site called me "soulless and uptight." {I'll concede uptight, but soulless? That's just mean.}
But no one wants a soulless teacher. Dead Poets Society taught me it's okay to take some precious class time to talk to kids about their lives and
their interests. I wish I had taken this to heart a lot earlier.
2. It's About Passion
Think of your favorite teacher. What stood out about them? My guess is for many of us, that one thing is passion -- a passion for their subject
and a passion for teaching. Mr. Keating loved poetry, loved hearing the words "drip off our tongues like honey." I'm passionate about history -I love the subject and stories that I teach. One of the comments I love hearing from my students is that they never liked history before, but I
made it interesting. They love that I love history.
Educator Parker Palmer writes that the teachers selected by students as their favorites vary widely in terms of the techniques they use. What
they share is presence and passion: "'Dr. A is really there when she teaches,' a student tells me, or 'Mr. B has such enthusiasm for his subject,'
or 'You can tell that this is really Prof. C's life.'"
Those were all true of Mr. K, too.
3. It's About Being YOU
In my first years of teaching, I suffered from what I called the "Dead Poets Society curse." He made it look so easy! Okay, I'll jump on a desk, and tell
them to call me Captain, have them kick some balls outside to classical music, and I'll nail this teaching thing! Well, I couldn't pull that off. It's not me.
Maybe I needed to be Michelle Pfeiffer in Dangerous Minds: Okay, I'll show up in a leather jacket, do some awesome karate moves, hand out candy bars,
and teach them poetry with rap lyrics! Then I'll nail it! Well, that's not me either.
Ultimately, teaching is about being you. It's finding your own voice, your own authentic barbaric yawp. Don't try to be a teacher in a movie. Just
be you. It may take some time to find your groove and your personal style. But ultimately, to quote Parker Palmer again, "we teach who we are."
4. It's About Teaching Life Skills, Too
Education is not necessarily about making us wealthy or "better off," but, as one my education professors quipped, it is about simply making us
"better." Mr. Keating taught his students English. But he also taught them to think for themselves, to support and challenge one another, to be
stirred up by new ideas, to not live "the lives of quiet desperation" lamented by Thoreau.
Continued on page 7.

“What Dead Poets Society Taught Me About Being a Teacher”
Continued from page 6.
In all our talk today about testing and standards and achievement, we sometimes overlook these "softer" life skills that children need for success.
These are the skills that help them understand their emotions, cultivate empathy, maintain healthy relationships, and feel worthy of love and
capable of action. These skills and mindsets are the foundation for healthy living and thriving.
I strongly believe if we can teach young people these skills, especially to tune in to their inner experience, and to hold themselves and others
with compassion, we can transform the world.
5. It's About All Kids
Many films that celebrate great teaching focus on a heroic teacher in an underfunded urban school with students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Sometimes we assume that students in affluent districts, or in wealthy prep schools like the fictional Welton Academy, with involved
parents and high test scores, don't have real problems. But kids everywhere face academic pressure, peer pressure, and their own share of trauma and pain. They all have the same brains, prone to faulty wiring and chemical imbalances.
This is the part of teaching that terrifies me. Even the kids who seem like they have it all together may feel, like Mr. Keating says of Todd, that
"everything inside [them] is worthless and embarrassing." Robin Williams made us laugh and radiated joy, but he also battled with the darkness.
How many of our students are silently struggling with their own demons? I truly hope that the open discussion of depression and mental illness
that has begun in the wake of Williams' death creates a safer atmosphere for them to seek the help they need.
As we approach the start of a new school year, let's remember that the most important thing we do as teachers is create a compassionate community for meaningful connection with students. It is our cultivated awareness, engagement, and authenticity that allow us to do this in our work
with young people. Mr. Keating, and Mr. Williams, can live on in our classrooms.
This article is reprinted from the Huffington Post (posted on 08/14/2014 10:50 am EDT) at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sarah-rudellbeach-/robin-williams-dead-poets-society_b_5677063.html. This post originally appeared on Sarah's blog Left Brain Buddha.

Get a Heads Up on College Teacher
Education Courses...For Free!
Coursera is an education platform that partners with top
universities and organizations worldwide, to offer courses
online for anyone to take, for free.
Coursera offers a wide range of courses in Education and
Teacher Professional Development, in addition to a
“specialization” track “Foundations of Teaching for Learning.”

National FEA Competitions
Announced
The 2015 FEA National Competitions offer future educators opportunities to measure their creativity, skills, and initiative against
high standards and their peers from across the country.
See the competition guidelines and rubrics at:
http://futureeducators.org/conference/competitions/index.htm.

NJFEA student members, NJFEA advisors, and Tomorrow’s Teachers educators and students may benefit from
exploring the wide range of resources available through
Coursera.
Special Note: Education is about building relationships.
“Virtual” learning makes such relationship
building a challenge; therefore, when undertaking these courses, always think about
how you will use the information you gain to
enhance your skills in face-to-face interactions with your future or current students.

Got News? Got Ideas?
Tell us what is important to you. Email your news or ideas to:
Mr. Larry Fieber, NJFEA State Director, at fieber@tcnj.edu. We
will include them in our newsletter, and/or post them on the
Center for Future Educators website or on the CFE-NJFEA
Facebook page!

