
Thank you to all who made our first NJFEA 

Conference of 2017 a great success!  

 

Held on Monday, January 9 th, at Montclair State 

University, this first conference drew 

approximately 450 high school students and 

their advisors. A full day of special presentations 

and rich breakout sessions help students to 

explore teaching as a career.  

 

Our 2016-17 NJFEA State Officers presented to 

our audience, as well as managed registration. 

We also welcomed four former NJFEA State 

Officers at the event: Joely DeMonte, David 

Eggert, Samantha Nielsen, and Juan Ouvina.  

 

A very special thanks goes to Mr. Sean Spiller, 

Secretary/Treasurer of the NJEA, for traveling 

from Trenton to greet our students, advisors, and 

guests.  

 

See page 2 for upcoming conference dates!  

1st NJFEA Conference of  2017ñA Great Success! 
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Winter/Spring 2017  Recruiting Todayôs Students as Tomorrowôs Teachers 

òA teacher takes a hand, opens a mind, and touches a heart.ó 

The New Jersey Future Educators Association is recruiting applicants to become 2017 -18 

NJFEA State Officers.   Serving as a State Officer is an honor and a significant responsibility 

to help advance the interests of New Jersey high school and middle school students who 

aspire to become tomorrowõs teachers.  If you are interested in exploring this 

opportunity, please see the NJFEA Officer Application ð 2017-18, which includes a 

description of each of the officer positions.   

 

Applications are due Friday, April 28, 2017 , and the term of service for new officers will 

be July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.  

Take the Lead: Become a 2017-18 NJFEA State Officer!  

https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2017/01/NJFEA-Officer-Application-2017-18.pdf


March 20, 2017 ñNJFEA Middle School Conference, Rowan University  

March 23, 2017 , Urban -Suburban Student Exchange (North Brunswick Township High 

School and Henry Snyder High School (Jersey City)  

May 9, 2017ñNational Teacher Day  

May 31, 2017ñNJFEA Conference, Monmouth University  

June 1, 2017ñUrban Teacher Academy Orientation, The College of New Jersey  

July 10 -11, 2017 ñTomorrowõs Teachers Training, Fairleigh Dickinson University 

July 10 -20, 2017ñSummer Teacher Academy, Fairleigh Dickinson University  

July 10 -21, 2017ðUrban Teacher Academy, Stockton University  

July 12 -13, 2017 ñTomorrowõs Teachers Training, Fairleigh Dickinson University 

July 17 -28, 2017ðUrban Teacher Academy, The College of New Jersey  

Summer 2017 (TBA) - Rowan University Urban Teacher Academy -Bridgeton Teacher 

Academy  

 

All events/programs are posted on the Center for Future Educators website under òMark 

Your Calendar and under the Events pulldown menu on the homepage.  
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Mark your 

calendars!  

We are pleased to extend an invitation to  students in grades 9 -12 who are exploring 

careers as future teachers to attend the  New Jersey Future Educators Association (NJFEA) 

Conference  at  Monmouth University, 400 Cedar Avenue, West Long Branch, New Jersey 

on Wednesday, May 31, 2017. This conference is planned for  300 students.  

 

Online registration is available at http://www.oksignmeup.com/njfea/monmouth  and is 

on a first -come -first serve basis. Please see the conference flyer  on the Center for Future 

Educators website.  The flyer includes a summary of the scheduled breakout sessions and 

program.    

 

Students must be registered and accompanied to this conference by a teacher, 

counselor, or school administrator. Students may not register themselves. Students will 

select one workshop for each of two break -out sessions. The first break -out session is from 

10:40-11:25 a.m. The second break -out session is from 11:35 a.m. -12:20 p.m.  

 

Each high school is invited to bring 15 -20 students who are interested in becoming future 

teachers. There is no charge for attending this conference. A complimentary lunch will be 

provided. Dress is smart casual.  

 

Conference information  and directions to  Monmouth University  will be sent to chaperones 

approximately one month in advance of this conference.  

 

Please e-mail Mr. Larry Fieber, Executive Director of the Center for Future Educators at The 

College of New Jersey and State Director of the New Jersey Future Educators 

Association  at fieber@tcnj.edu  with any questions.  

May 31st NJFEA ConferenceñRegistration Open!  

http://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/?page_id=363
http://www.oksignmeup.com/njfea/monmouth
https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2010/03/TCNJ_Monmouth2017.pdf
mailto:fieber@tcnj.edu
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The National Education Association is building a nation of readers through its signature 

program, NEAõs Read Across America. Now in its 20th year, this year -round program focuses 

on motivating children and teens to read through events, partnerships, and reading 

resources.  Learn more here  about Read Across America.  

 

"You're never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book and read with a child."  

Remember Read Across America DayñMarch 2nd, 2017! 

Get Writing for these March Essay Contests! 

New Jersey Hall of Fame Essay Contest  

 

Who belongs in the New Jersey Hall of Fame? The New Jersey Hall of Fame wants your 

students to participate in the decision -making process. New Jersey public school 

students are invited to participate in the N.J. Hall of Fame Essay Contest. Students are 

asked to nominate potential inductees ð living or dead ð to the New Jersey Hall of 

Fame. Deadline is March 15, 2017.  Learn more  

 

 

Alzheimerõs New Jersey Essay Contest  

 

Did you know that Alzheimerõs disease impacts over 500,000 people in New 

Jersey?  That includes individuals who have the disease and family caregivers for those 

with Alzheimerõs and other dementias. Alzheimerõs New Jersey would like to recognize 

students who are making a difference in the New Jersey fight against Alzheimerõs 

disease.   Perhaps you know students that are helping to care for a grandparent or 

other loved one, or who have organized or participated in an event to raise funds and 

awareness about Alzheimerõs? Maybe they are educating their friends and neighbors 

about the effect of Alzheimerõs on their family, communities and our state? Deadline is 

March 31, 2017.  Learn more  

http://www.nea.org/grants/886.htm
http://www.njea.org/parents-and-community/partnerships-and-contest/new_jersey_hall_of_fame_essay_contest_announced
http://www.njea.org/parents-and-community/partnerships-and-contest/alzheimers_new_jersey_essay_contest


Get Ready for the Urban Teacher Academy at TCNJ! 
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òTransforming Perceptions of Urban Education...ó 

The Center for Future Educators and the New Jersey Future Educators Association extend 

congratulations to the Rowan University Teacher Academy for the recent publication of 

the article òTransforming Perceptions of Urban Education:  Lessons From Rowan University's 

Urban Teacher Academyó in The Educational Forum.   

 

(Citation:  Transforming Perceptions of Urban Education: Lessons From Rowan University's 

Urban Teacher Academy, Meg White, Corine Meredith Brown, Martha Graham Viator, 

Laurel L. Byrne, and Lorraine C. Ricchezza, The Educational Forum Vol. 81, Iss. 1, 2017)  

 

The articles abstract reads:  òTo be an effective urban educator requires teachers to 

understand the contextual factors of students, the school, and the community, and their 

cumulative effects on learning. Urban teacher academies support a better 

understanding of urban classrooms and challenge stereotypes of the urban context. The 

focus of this study was to compare participants' perceptions of urban settings before and 

after 2 weeks spent at an urban teacher academy for high school students.ó 

 

Check out options here  for accessing the full article.   

The College of New Jerseyõs (TCNJ) Urban Teacher Academy (UTA) is offered to 

high school juniors who meet rigorous admission criteria and are interested in 

becoming teachers. Special consideration is given to students interested in 

teaching in urban schools and/or high shortage subject areas.   

 

The UTA brochure and application  for the 2017 UTA @ TCNJ is available now for the 

program that will run from July 17 th through July 28 th.  Applications are being 

accepted through Friday, April 21, 2017.   This is a very popular program and spaces 

fill quickly.  Submit your application early!  See also our UTA YouTube video .  

 

Also, be sure to check out the Summer/Urban Teacher Academy programs at our 

partner institutions:  

July 10 -20, 2017 

Summer Teacher Academy, Fairleigh Dickinson University  

Brochure   

 

July 10 -21, 2017 

Urban Teacher Academy, Stockton University  

Brochure   

 

Summer 2017 (Dates to be announced soon)  

Rowan University Urban Teacher Academy -Bridgeton Teacher Academy  

Preliminary Flyer   

(For more information about this program, please contact Monika Williams Shealey, Ph.D., 

Dean, College of Education, Rowan University at shealey@rowan.edu .) 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00131725.2016.1243181?journalCode=utef20&
https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2006/09/Urban-Teacher-Brochure-2017.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G5Rsrqu4g4
https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2016/07/2017-FDU-STA.pdf
https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2016/07/Stockton-UTA-2017.pdf
https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2017/02/RUTA-BridgetonFlyer.pdf
mailto:shealey@rowan.edu
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The Center for Future Educators at The College of New Jersey (TCNJ), The New Jersey 

Education Association, and the New Jersey Department of Education are pleased to 

invite high school teachers to participate in a Tomorrowõs Teachers instructor training 

opportunity.  Tomorrowõs Teachers, an elective course for high school juniors and seniors 

who aspire to become teachers, was developed by the 

Center for Education, Recruitment, Retention and 

Advancement (CERRA) in South Carolina.   Thirty-eight 

states are currently using the Experiencing Education  

course curriculum.  

 

Please see the 2017 Tomorrowõs Teachers Invitation Letter and Registration Form for 

complete information.  During Julyõs trainings, we will introduce the 11th edition of 

Experiencing Education .  

 

Four New Jersey universities offer college credits to high school students who successfully 

complete the Tomorrowõs Teachers course elective:  Fairleigh Dickinson University, Rider 

University, Richard Stockton University, and Kean University (beginning fall 2017).  

 

Instructors will select one  of two sites (listed below) for this two -day training. Up to 35 high 

school instructors can be accommodated at each site to participate. Training will be 

conducted by a certified CERRA instructor with the support of a highly experienced New 

Jersey Tomorrowõs Teacher instructor. 

 

Fairleigh Dickinson University (Teaneck)  

Monday, July 10 th (9:30 a.m -4:30 p.m.)  

Tuesday, July 11 th (9:00 a.m -4:00 p.m.  

 OR 

Rider University (Lawrenceville)  

Wednesday, July 12 th (9:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m.)  

Thursday, July 13 th (9:30 a.m. -4:00 p.m.)  

 

The trainings are open to all New Jersey public high schools. Registration will be on a first -

come, first -served basis.   Spaces fill -up quickly, so please register early . 

 

The cost for the Experiencing Education  11th edition course curriculum is $560 to be paid 

by each participating high school. Invoices for this curriculum will be sent directly to each 

school district upon acceptance of the course instructor.   There are no training fees 

associated with the sessions.   Please note that the Experiencing Education curriculum 

may not be implemented at a high school unless training has been completed by 

certified CERRA a course instructor(s) . 

 

If you would like to participate in the Tomorrowõs Teachers training, please complete the 

registration form and fax it to Larry Fieber, Executive Director, Center for Future Educators 

at The College of New Jersey, by Friday, May 12 th. The fax number is 609 -637-5065.  

https://futureeducators.tcnj.edu/files/2017/01/Tomorrows-Teacher-Letter-2017.pdf


Who has most influenced you to become an educator, and how did they influence you?   

 

What one video about inspirational/effective teaching would you recommend to other 

future teachers?  

 

 

 

Clifford Kyei:  We all know that sometimes we have someone who inspires us in our daily 

lives, but for me the person who has influenced me to become an educator is Mrs. Davis 

Parks, who is my Spanish teacher and my advisor for NJFEA school chapter. She influences 

me to become an educator everyday based on her life, and style of teaching. She 

comes in everyday with a positive attitude ready to teach no matter what she is going 

through. Mrs. Davis Parks shows us that teaching is not just a job to her ñ she proves to us 

everyday that it's something she loves.  She always asks her students how they are doing, 

and connects with her students personally to find out what's going on in their lives before 

she even begins teaching a Spanish lesson.  Mrs. Davis parks goes beyond teaching the 

subject of Spanish, she teaches her students about life in general.   

 

TED Talks Video Recommendation:  Teach Teachers How to Create Magic . 

 

 

Julia Melao:  Over the years, I have been blessed with many wonderful teachers who 

have all put a great amount of effort into ensuring that my education is the best it can 

be. And, because I have had quite a few excellent teachers, I donõt think I would be able 

to pinpoint one who has influenced me the most. Each of them has had his/her part in 

shaping me into who I am, and what my future will be in education. Some of my teachers 

have challenged my intellect quite a bit with their difficult subjects. Others have taught 

me to pay attention to the world around me and to speak up if I donõt like whatõs going 

on. And some have been there to pick me up when Iõm feeling down. I think that the 

accumulated impact of these teachers has pushed me towards education because I 

want to be like all of them. I want to be able to challenge kids, and show them the world 

around them, but also be there when their worlds seem to be a heavy weight on their 

shoulders. My teachers have influenced my life greatly, and I want to be able to influence 

othersõ lives in return. 

 

YouTube Video Recommendation:   How a Teacher Inspires a Studentõs Soul. 

  

 

Shannon Brogan:  I come from a family of teachers. I always knew I wanted to be an 

educator, but it was a connection with my Tomorrowõs Teachers' instructor and FEA club 

advisor that sparked my interest. Ms. Francis cares about her students and always gives 

them good advice.  She challenged me to work harder in order to reach my highest 

potential.  She taught me that it takes hard work and a positive attitude to become an 

effective teacher. Her passion and commitment for teaching inspires me everyday. Ms. 

Francis is a firm believer in reaching her students in order to make an important impact in 

their lives. Her motto is òYou gotta reach ôem to teach ôem.ó This is important as an 

educator to reach your students in order to engage them, which has influenced my own 

philosophy about teaching.  

Classroom Close Up Video Recommendation:  Show 6 Season 2016 -17.  

Continued on page 7.  
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https://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_emdin_teach_teachers_how_to_create_magic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_UBN58FNkU
http://classroomcloseup.org/full-show/show-6-season-2016-17


Continued from page 6.  

Emily Normand:   From a very young age, my mom has inspired me to become an 

educator. Her love for children and passion to make a difference connected with me.  

She was a professor and taught for many years, shaping the minds of future adults. 

Currently, and for the past 10 years, my mom has also been a member of my town's 

board of education. She fights for the kids in our district and always wants what is best for 

them. This dedication has had an impact on me and my desire to teach.  My mom's 

commitment to make a difference and inspire others has left a positive mark on me.  I 

now want to follow in her footsteps and make her proud through my own career as an 

educator.  

 

YouTube Video Recommendation:  TEACH: Inspiration / TakePart   

 

 

Irvic Gondor:  The teachers who most influenced me to become an educator were my 

math teacher, history teacher, and physics teacher. T he most noticeable quality of my 

math teacher was her kindhearted ways towards every student.  One dominant 

characteristic of my history teacher was his passion for his subject area, which I believe is 

important for a teacher.  Lastly, I like my physics teacherõs calm demeanor and laid back 

style. I want to capture each of these qualities in my own teaching style because I can 

see the positive impact of those qualities on the students in each of their classrooms.   

 

TED Talks Video Recommendation:  Dan Meyer ñExploring the Way we Teach Teachers to 

Teach Kids . 

 

 

Naomi Campbell: Teachers not only provide students with information to succeed inside 

of the classroom, but with awareness and an abundance of knowledge to succeed 

outside of the classroom as well. My Spanish teacher and club adviser, Mrs. Eldredge, has 

inspired me on many occasions. From being in a variety of her after -school clubs that 

promoted and encouraged students to consider a career in education, to teaching me a 

different language and culture in a creative manner, has helped immensely to prepare 

me for my future in a variety of ways. Her willingness, love for teaching, and dedication 

towards student success, has inspired me to become a teacher.  Due to her guidance 

and mentorship, I have been able to soar to new heights in both aspects of social and 

academic engagements. It is through the great opportunities and lessons she has given 

me, that I have been inspired to give back to the world of education, and make a 

difference in the lives students, like she has so positively done for me.  

 

YouTube Video Recommendation:  What Happened When Teachers Found Out How 

Students Felt About Them  

NJFEA Officersõ Corner 
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pRmd07edOxY
https://www.ted.com/speakers/dan_meyer
https://www.ted.com/speakers/dan_meyer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gANeGBBoSBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gANeGBBoSBs

